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ITENERARY 
 
Day 1: Tuesday, July 5, 2022:   
5:00 PM - Departure from the church’s parking lot (34 Ward St. 
Worcester, MA) Transfer to the Boston Logan International Airport 
for our overnight Flight to Gdańsk with stop in Frankfurt. (Lufthansa 
Airlines) with meals and movies onboard.   
 
Day 2: Wednesday, July 6: 
Arrival in Gdansk, at 5:35 PM - transfer to our hotel. Check-in, Time 
to rest, Welcome Dinner and overnight in Gdańsk. Hotel Mercure 
 
Day 3: Thursday, July 7: 
Gdansk. Gdańsk is one of the oldest cities in Poland. Founded by 
the Polish ruler Mieszko I in the 10th century, the city was for a long 
time part of Piast state either directly or as a fief. In 1308 the city 
became part of the Monastic State of the Teutonic Knights until 
1454. Thereafter it became part of Poland again, although with incre-
asing autonomy. A vital naval city for Polish grain trade it attracted 
people from all over the European continent. The city was taken over 
by Prussia during the Second Partition of Poland in 1793 and sub-
sequently lost its importance as a trading port. Briefly becoming a 
free city during Napoleonic wars, it was again Prussian after Napole-
on's defeat, and later became part of the newly created German Em-
pire. 
After World War I the Free City of Danzig was created, a city-state 
under the supervision of the League of Nations. The German attack 
on the Polish military depot at Westerplatte marks the start of World 
War II and the city was annexed by Nazi Germany in 1939.The local 
Polish, Jewish and Kashubian minorities were persecuted and mur-
dered in the Holocaust. After World War II the city became part of 
Poland and the city's German inhabitants, that had constituted the 
majority of the city's mixed population before the war, either fled 
or was expelled to Germany. During post-1945 era, the city was re-
built from war damage, and vast shipyards were constructed. The 
center of Solidarity strikes in the 1980s, after abolishment 
of communism in 1989 its population faced poverty and large unem-
ployment with most of the ship building industry closed down. Over-
night in Gdańsk. Hotel Mercure. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gda%C5%84sk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mieszko_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monastic_State_of_the_Teutonic_Knights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Partition_of_Poland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prussia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expulsion_of_Germans_after_World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solidarity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communism


 

Day 4: Friday, July 8: 
Gdansk (Museum of Solidarity Movement) - Sopot. Sopot is a 
town on the Baltic Sea in northern Poland. Along with neighboring 
cities Gdynia and Gdańsk, it forms the so-called Tri-City metropoli-
tan area. Sopot is known for its health spas, sandy beach and its long 
wooden pier that extends into the Bay of Gdańsk. The Crooked Hou-
se is a surreal building modeled on fairy-tale illustrations. It's on So-
pot’s pedestrianized main street, Monciak, also called Monte Cassi-
no. Overnight in Gdańsk. Hotel Mercure. 
 
Day 5: Saturday, July 9:  
Gdynia: Gdynia is a port city on the Baltic coast of Poland. It’s 
known for its modernist buildings, including the Museum of the City 
of Gdynia, which has exhibits about local history. Kościuszki Squa-
re, with a distinctive fountain as its center, leads to the waterfront. 
The WWII destroyer ORP Błyskawica and 1909 tall ship Dar Pomo-
rza, now museums, are moored on the Southern Pier. Sharks and pi-
ranhas inhabit Gdynia Aquarium. Overnight in Gdańsk. Hotel Mer-
cure. 
 
Day 6: Sunday, July 10:  
Malbork Castle - Gietrzwałd - Giżycko 
The Castle of the Teutonic Order in Malbork is a 13th-century 
Teutonic castle and fortress located near the town of Malbork, Po-
land. It is the largest castle in the world measured by land area and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
Gietrzwałd is a village in northeastern Poland located in Warmia, in 
the Warmian-Masurian Voivodeship, near Olsztyn. Gietrzwałd is the 
capital of Gmina Gietrzwałd. Gietrzwałd is a popular Roman Catho-
lic pilgrimage destination.  
Giżycko is a town in northeastern Poland with 29,642 inhabitants. It 
is situated between Lake Mamry and Lake Niegocin in the region of 
Masuria. It is a very popular tourist and vacation destination. 
Overnight in Giżycko, Hotel St. Bruno. 
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Day 7: Monday, July 11:  
Wolf's Lair - Święta Lipka. Wolf's Lair was Adolf Hitler's first Ea-
stern Front military headquarters in World War II. The complex, 
which became one of several Führerhauptquartiere in various parts 
of Eastern Europe, was built for the start of Operation Barbarossa – 
the invasion of the Soviet Union – in 1941.   
Święta Lipka. The village is known for the pilgrimage church, Our 
Dear Lady of Święta Lipka, a masterpiece of Baroque architecture.  
Overnight in Giżycko, Hotel St. Bruno. 
 
Day 8: Tuesday, July 12:  
Sztynort - Mazurian Canal - Pyramid in Rapa. 
Sztynort is a village in northern Poland, close to the border with 
the Kaliningrad Oblast of Russia, known for its Palace, the property 
of the Lehndorff family since 1420 until the expulsion of Germans 
from Poland after the border changes of 1945. German Foreign mini-
ster Joachim von Ribbentrop used the palace throughout his sojourns 
at the nearby Wolfsschanze between 1941 and 1944. 
After 1945, the palace was occupied for several years by the Red 
Army. After 2009 the German-Polish Foundation for Cultural Main-
tenance and historic Preservation, reconstructed the palace to its pre-
sent status.  
The Masurian Canal is an unfinished 50.4 km long canal connec-
ting the Lava River in Kaliningrad Oblast of Russia and Lake Mam-
ry, one of the Masurian Lakes in Poland. 
 Overnight in Giżycko, Hotel St. Bruno. 
 
Day 9: Wednesday, July 13: 
Relaxing day in Augustów with the cruise on the lakes and canal.  
You will be charmed by the extraordinary Augustów Canal and inte-
rested by the numerous tourist attractions that will be seen on the 
shores of Lake Necko. You will cruise the Klonownica River, which 
is the shortest cruisable river in Poland. Lake Białe will thrill you 
with its light green colour and multitude of birds. When entering La-
ke Studzieniczne, your boat will go through the Przewięź Lock and 
call to the port in Studzieniczna, which is a place picturesquely situa-
ted on a peninsula. This is a place of worship with numerous sacred 
monuments which, in 1999, was visited by Pope John Paul II while 
on board one of our boats.  
Overnight in Giżycko, Hotel St. Bruno. 
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Day 10: Thursday July 14: 
Today, after breakfast we will travel to Lithuania where we will 
spend the next three days. On our Way to Vilnius we will visit 
Trakai. Trakai is a town in southeastern Lithuania, west of Vilnius, 
the capital. Part of the Trakai Historical National Park, Trakai Island 
Castle is a 14th-century fortress in the middle of Lake Galvė. Once a 
home to Lithuania’s grand dukes, it now houses the Trakai History 
Museum, with archaeological objects, coins and crafts. On the lake’s 
southern shore are the stone ruins of the Trakai Peninsula Castle.  
Overnight in Vilnius. Courtyard by Mariott Hotel.  
 
Day 11: Friday, July 15: 
Tour of Vilnius. Vilnius, Lithuania’s capital, is known for its ba-
roque architecture, seen especially in its medieval Old Town. But the 
buildings lining this district’s partially cobblestoned streets reflect 
diverse styles and eras, from the neoclassical Vilnius Cathedral to  
Gothic St. Anne's Church. The 16th-century Gate of Dawn, contai-
ning a shrine with a Virgin Mary icon, once guarded an entrance to 
the original city.  
Vilnius is also the City of Divine Mercy, in Lithuania. St. Faustina 
lived the biggest part of her convent life in Vilnius, it was politically 
part of Poland at that time and this is why many people confuse Po-
land and Krakow in particular with the message of Divine Mercy, 
but the only connection Krakow has with St. Faustina is that she 
lived a part of her life in the convent and her remains are entombed 
there.  
Overnight in Vilnius. Courtyard by Mariott Hotel.  
 
Day 12: Saturday, July 16: 
Siauliai - Siluva. Šiauliai is a city in northern Lithuania. It's a gate-
way to the Hill of Crosses, just northeast. A place of pilgrimage, the 
site was established in the 19th century as a symbol of resistance to 
Russian rule. It now includes more than 100,000 crosses.   
Šiluva - the place of Marian apparition, was first mentioned in 1457 
in relation to the building of the Church of the Nativity of the Bles-
sed Virgin Mary and the Apostles Saint Peter and Saint Bartholo-
mew by the Lithuanian noble Petras Gedgaudas. Later the Feast of 
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary attracted huge numbers of 
the faithful to Šiluva.  
Overnight in Vilnius. Courtyard by Mariott Hotel.  
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Day 13: Sunday, July 17  
This morning we leave Lithuania and travel to Warsaw with stop in 
the town of Zbójna, near Łomża, from where large number of im-
migrants settled in Worcester and the area. We plan to celebrate  the 
Mass in the parish church, have a lunch there and meet those who 
returned to Poland after years of living in Worcester.  
Overnight in Warsaw. Hotel Mercure Grand.  
 
Day 14: Monday, July 18:  
After breakfast you will get acquainted with this heroic city largely 
destroyed during WWII. Your city tour includes the colorful Old 
Town with, the Royal Castle and Royal Castle Square, St John’s Ca-
thedral, oldest church in Warsaw, Royal Route,  Lazienki Park built 
by last monarch of Poland with Chopin’s monument where summer 
concerts are held.  
Overnight in Warsaw. Hotel Mercure Grand.  
 
Day 15: Tuesday, July 19: 
After Breakfast we will travel to 
Niepokalanów – town founded by St. 
Maximilian Kolbe. Niepokala-
nów Monastery (so called City of the 
Immaculate Mother of God) is 
a religious community founded in 
1927 by Friar Minor Conventu-
al Maximilian Kolbe, who  later 
gave his life for one of the prisoner 
in Auschwitz and was canonized as a saint-martyr of the Catholic 
Church. 
In the afternoon we will visit the church of Blessed Fr. Jerzy Popie-
łuszko, the Solidarity Movement Chaplain, who was murdered by 
three agents of the Polish communist internal intelligence agency on 
October 19, 1984. He has been recognized as a martyr by the Catho-
lic Church, and was beatified on 6 June 2010.  
Overnight in Warsaw. Hotel Mercure Grand.  
 
Day 16: Wednesday, July 20: 
After early breakfast we depart for the Warsaw Airport for our flight 
back home via Frankfurt (Lufthansa Airlines). 
Our flight departs Warsaw at 10:10AM. We will arrive to Boston 
the same day at 3:25 PM. Expected arrival to Worcester is 5:30-6:00 
PM.  
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PILGRIMAGE CONDITIONS: 
 
Note: The order of the program can be changed. 
 
Total cost per person - $3,550.00. (double occupancy) 
Single room supplement is $650. 
 
Deposit $1,000.00 is due at signing. 
Remaining balance 2,550.00 is due by  March 31, 2022 
 
Please make checks payable to Our Lady Of Czestochowa 
Church with the note in Memo area: “Trip to Poland” 
 
Price may be subject to change, as Air Ticket taxes or fuel sur-
charge may change. 
In addition, the price may change in case of severe fluctuations in 
exchange rates: U.S. Dollar (USD) to Polish Złoty (PLN) and to 
EURO 
 
THE PRICE INCLUDES: 
• Transportation: Round trip Bus transportation from Worcester 
(34 Ward St.)  to Boston airport; Round trip flight from Boston to 
Gdansk and from Warsaw to Boston; Air-conditioned motor coach 
in Poland and Lithuania. 
• Accommodation: 14 nights in a first class hotels 
• Meals: breakfasts, lunches and dinners daily 
• Local Guides and Pilot (Tour Escort) 
• Admissions tickets and entrance fees  
• Highways and Parking fees 
• Tour Guide Headsets Lease 
• All tips and gratuities.  
 
PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
• The price does not include beverages with lunch and dinner. 
• Price does not include optional travel insurance 
(cancellation, accident/health, baggage, delays) that is strongly 
recommended to buy on your own before you travel, through one of 
the reputable insurance agency.  
Our Travel Agency can assist with the insurance. Price will depend  
on the age of the traveler and the coverage. (between $200 up to 
$700) 
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REQUIRED DOCUMENTS: 
• Valid passport (passport must be valid for at least three months 

after our return date). 
• Proof of Covid-19 vaccination 
• As of  January 15, 2022 (subject to change) - PCR test taken 24 

hours prior to entering Poland is required, regardless vaccination.  
More information about current Covid-19 requirements can be found  
on www.poland.travel 
 
BAGGAGE:  
Free check-in baggage allowance is 1 piece not exceeding  
50 pounds. 
Free carry-on baggage allowance is 1 piece not exceeding 
 17 pounds You can also take a small personal hand bag or laptop.  

https://www.poland.travel/en
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OUR ESCORT and Tour Guide during the entire trip will be 
Katarzyna Czaykowska,  

Licensed Tour Manager & Tour Guide, Interpreter &Translator.  
 

This trip is being made in cooperation with  
American Travel Abroad from New York and ESKA Travel,  

from Mielec, Poland.   
 
SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION: 
Fr. Richard Polek - Pastor 
Fr. Richard Lewandowski - Retired  
Deacon Stephen T. Kohut 
 
OUR HOTELS: 
Gdańsk  
Mercure Hotel, Stare Miasto (4 nights) www.mercure.com 
Giżycko 
St. Bruno Hotel (4 nights)    www.hotelstbruno.pl 
Vilnius, Lithuania 
Courtyard by Marriott (3 nights)               www.marriott.com/Vilnius 
Warsaw 
Mercure Grand (3 nights)   www.mercure.com 
 

For More information please contact  
Our Lady of Czestochowa Church Office at 34 Ward St. 

Worcester, MA 01610. Tel. 508-755-5959;  
e-mail: rectory@olcworcester.com 
or call Christine at 508-865-9390 
or visit www.OlcWorcester.com 



 



 

INFORMATION ABOUT POLAND AND LITHUANIA 
 
Poland is situated in a very central part of Europe and covers an area of 
120,733 square miles - comparable to that of the state of New Mexico. It is 
the sixth largest country in European Union, with population of 38 million.  
 
Lithuania, is a country in the Baltic region of Europe. Lithuania is consi-
dered to be one of the Baltic states. It is bordered by Latvia to the 
north, Belarus to the east and south, Poland to the south, and Kaliningrad 
Oblast (a Russian exclave) to the southwest. Lithuania has an estimated 
population of 2.8 million people as of 2019, and its capital and largest city 
is Vilnius  
 

CLIMATE: 
Poland and Lithuania have a moderate climate. The average temperature in 
July is 67°F (19°C). There are, of course, very hot days when temperatures 
exceed 86°F (30°C).  
 
CURRENCY: 
The official Polish unit of currency is the Polish Zloty (1 PLN = 100 gro-
szy). If you convert 1 USD into Polish Zloty you will receive about 3.9 
PLN. (as of January 15, 2022 - subject to change). USD may be exchanged 
for Polish Zlotys in change places called KANTOR. To get the best rates, 
do not exange your money at the Airport. The bank notes: 200, 100, 50, 20 
and 10 zlotys. The coins: 5, 2, 1 zloty and 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 grosz. 
ATM Machines or BANKOMAT are popular in tourist areas in large ci-
ties. Ask your bank of  fees for using ATM  or credit cards. 
 
The official Lithuania currency is EURO (1 EURO = 1.14 USD, as of 
January 15, 2022, subject to change) 
We recomend to obtain certain amount of EURO and PLN before we 
leave. It can be done through your bank in USA or AAA.  
 
CREDIT CARDS: 
VISA, Master Card, credit cards are accepted in most shops, restaurants. 
Ask your card company about foreign transactions fees. American Express 
is less popular. Lost or stolen cards can be reported to PolCard Ltd. - 24 
hour Tel. in Warsaw (022) 515 31 50. Cash advance on credit cards (in 
Polish currency only) can be obtained from major banks. 
 
ELECTRICITY: 
The uniform voltage in Europe is 220 Volts / 50 Hertz, since round, Euro-
pean-style two-pin plugs are used. Electrical equipment of 110 Volts / 60 
Hertz requires the use of an adapter or a voltage converter. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltic_region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaliningrad_Oblast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enclave_and_exclave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilnius
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